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[bookmark: _GoBack]Policy Scavenger Hunt

This is a critical research assignment to help you prepare for Essay 3.  You’ll try out four different research strategies for finding official proposals that offer specific suggestions to solve your research problem (the one you have been writing on for Essays 1 and 2).  Eventually, you will choose TWO of these official proposals to analyze for Essay 3.

In each of the four sections below, I offer instructions for finding four officially proposed solutions.  For each section, follow the instructions, and then complete the chart.  (So, you should complete four charts – one for each solution you find.)  


1.  FEDERAL BILL

One way to find a policy is to look for a federal bill. Go to congress.gov and conduct a search using general search terms related to your research problem.  You should find a bill from the CURRENT congressional season (116th Congress from 2019-2020).                                                                                                                                                   
Tip 1:  You may have to be a bit flexible when searching for a bill; if you don’t find any results using your search term, use a more general term like “internet.”  Read the “full text” of legislation you find and be creative in thinking about how it might apply to your problem:  consider how even one small part of a bill’s actions may help to mitigate at least part of your problem.
Tip 2:  Bills with the letter S. (e.g., S. 46) are from the Senate, and bills with the letters H.R. (e.g., H.R. 5) are from the House of Representatives; if you find something from 2019-2020 that has been introduced and not yet passed or rejected, then it is viable.  Avoid search results titled RES., which indicates a resolution and doesn’t offer specific recommendations for action. 
Tip 3:  Be sure that the bill actually addresses your problem.  Perhaps the problem you’ve been working on is cybersecurity, and you find a bill called “To repeal the cybersecurity act of 2019.”  This bill could be attempting to reduce the budget that previously has been appropriated to bullying prevention programs.

	A.  Write down the search term you typed into congress.gov
	Cybersecurity act

	B.  Find a federal bill related to your research problem.  What is the number of that bill?  (e.g., S. 205 or H.R. 17)
	H.R.3710

	C.  Is this bill from the Senate or House of Representatives?  (it’s from the senate if its number begins with an S.  it’s from the House of Representatives if it begins with H.R.)
	This bill is from the House of Representative

	D.  What is the official title of that bill?
	Cybersecurity Vulnerability Remediation Act

	E.  On what date was the bill introduced to Congress?
	The bill was introduced to congress on 11th July 2019

	F.  Who sponsored this bill and what state is she or he from?
	The bill was sponsored by Representative for Texas’s 18th congressional district Jackson Lee, Sheila.

	G.  Which political party does the sponsor belong to?
	Democratic

	H.  Write a one-sentence summary of how this bill could help to solve your problem.
	It gives more powers to the Department of Homeland Security regarding cybersecurity vulnerability.





2.  STATE LEGISLATION

Maybe you’re not interested in a national solution and instead want to solve your problem at the state level.  Even if you wrote essays 1 and 2 about the problem in the U.S. overall, you can focus on a more narrow geographic region now, or vice versa.  This might be a good idea especially if you’re having trouble finding a federal bill that directly addresses your problem.  Just pick a state in which your problem is particularly harmful.  Conduct a Google search to find the website for that state’s legislature page.  In the search box for keyword, type your search term. 

	A.  Which state’s legislature did you search?
	Texas Legislature

	B.  What is the name and number of a state bill that attempts to solve your problem (or a similar problem)?
	Senate Bill 820

	C.  On what date was the bill introduced?
	The bill was introduced on 17th June 2019

	D.  What is the name of the politician who is sponsoring the bill?  
	The bill was sponsored by Nelson

	E.  Write a one-sentence summary of how this bill could help to solve your problem.
	The bill aims at implementing recommendations from the DSAC and thus may help in protecting vulnerable student and employee data from cyber criminals.


	


3.  NON-GOVERNMENTAL WHITE PAPER, POLICY BRIEF, OR POSITION PAPER 

Non-governmental organizations are also great sources of advocacy-based solutions.  In Google, try out different searches as suggested below (replace Your search terms with your actual keywords):

Your search terms “white paper” filetype:pdf
Your search terms “policy brief” filetype:pdf
Your search terms “position paper” filetype:pdf
Your search terms “recommendations” filetype:pdf

You’re limiting your search to PDFs because on the web, official documents are typically published as PDFs.  White papers, policy briefs, and position papers are all various terms for an official report outlining specific steps that should be taken to solve a problem.

You’re looking for something “official” – not just a set of informal suggestions listed on a web page, but something published with a title on a particular date that lists specific steps needed to solve the problem.  

	A.  What is the name of the organization the document comes from?
	Google Scholar

	B.  What is the title of the document?
	Cybersecurity in an Era with Quantum Computers: Will we be ready

	C.  When was the document published?
	The document was published on 11th October 2018

	D.  Copy and paste the URL of the official document.
	https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/8490169

	E.  Write a one-sentence summary of how this white paper or policy brief could help to solve your problem.
	It identifies specific cybersecurity risks and proposes solutions that can help an organization to be resilient to quantum attacks.





4.  NON-GOVERNMENTAL WHITE PAPER, POLICY BRIEF, OR POSITION PAPER (a second one)

Complete the steps for #3 above to find a second white paper, policy brief, or position paper. 

	A.  What is the name of the organization the document comes from?
	Oxford Academics

	B.  What is the title of the document?
	Digital danger: a review of the global public health, patient safety and cybersecurity threats posed by illicit online pharmacies

	C.  When was the document published?
	The document was published on 10th June 2016

	D.  Copy and paste the URL of the official document.
	https://academic.oup.com/bmb/article/118/1/110/1744779?searchresult=1

	E.  Write a one-sentence summary of how this white paper or policy brief could help to solve your problem.
	It will explain the threat posed by illicit online pharmacies that threaten global patient safety through selling of drugs without a prescription directly to the consumer.




